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[PRAYER]   In   case   you   didn’t   know,   I   think   I   am   getting   to   know   where   most   of 
you   sit.   I   know   which   folks   prefer   the   rear   on   the   right,   which   prefer   the   left,   which   prefer 
the   front,   and   which   prefer   the   middle.   Now,   believe   me,   I   am   not   passing   judgment   on 
this   one   way   or   another!   I   know   that   for   some   of   you,   your   families   have   been   in   this 
church   for   a   long   time,   some   since   it   was   founded,   and   so   sitting   in   a   particular   spot   may 
help   to   remind   you   of   a   loved   family   member   or   friend   from   long   ago. 

I   know   this,   because   it’s   true   for   me,   too.   When   I   first   joined   a   church   as   an   adult, 
I   went   to   our   church’s   early   chapel   service   as   my   regular   service.   [BACK   SEAT]   As   time 
passed,   I   got   to   know   people   better,   including   two   women   in   their   nineties   who   sat   across 
the   aisle   from   me   in   the   second   row   -   Ida   and   Lillian.   [TWO   PEWMATES]   They   had 
both   been   in   our   church   all   of   their   lives,   and   talked   up   a   storm!   [THREE   PEWMATES] 
We   became   good   faith   friends.   Ida   was   not   in   very   good   health,   and   unfortunately,   a 
couple   of   years   later,   she   went   into   the   nursing   home,   and   then   passed   away.   [TWO 
MINUS   ONE]   I   decided   then   to   cross   the   aisle   and   to   sit   with   Lillian   as   her   pewmate. 
[ONE   PLUS   ONE]   We   got   to   know   one   another   well,   though   sadly,   a   few   years   later, 
Lillian   passed   away,   also.   [ONE   LEFT]   But   I   didn’t   forget   them.   To   this   day,   whenever   I 
go   to   a   church,   I   head   for   the   second   pew   on   the   right,   and   sit   on   the   aisle,   and   I 
remember   why   I   do   that,   every   time.   [BLANK] 

Now,   does   that   mean   that   I   am   entitled   to   sit   in   that   seat?   Of   course   not.   Our 
participation   in   the   church   doesn’t   entitle   us   to   any   particular   seat,   although   this   was   not 
always   so.   About   the   time   that   this   church   was   founded,   some   Methodists   began   to   adopt 
the   practice   of   pew   rentals;   [PEW   RENTAL   CHART]   members   paid   a   fee   to   rent   their 
space   in   a   pew,   and   the   best   seats   cost   extra.   I   am   noticing   in   this   pew   rental   chart,   from   a 
hundred   years   ago,   that   the   most   expensive   seats   were   not   the   front   seats   -   even   then, 
most   folks   didn’t   want   to   sit   in   front   if   they   could   avoid   it!   [BLANK] 

There   wasn’t   a   particular   theological   reason   that   Methodists   started   to   rent   pews   - 
in   fact,   Methodist   theology   went   against   the   idea,   and   it   still   does.   No,   the   real   reason   that 
Methodists   started   to   rent   pews   is   that   everyone   else   was   doing   it!   In   a   nation   where   more 
and   more   people   experienced   success,   and   only   so   many   ways   to   spend   their   money,   pew 
rentals   were   a   way   for   people   to   show   off   their   social   status,   as   much   as   it   was   a   way   to 
raise   money   for   their   church.  

The   problem   with   this   idea   of   pew   rentals   was   that   it   seemed   to   change   how   some 
people   viewed   their   relationship   with   God,   sometimes   in   subtle   ways,   sometimes   pretty 
obviously.   It   became   for   some   people   like   buying   their   way   into   a   righteous   relationship 
with   God,   as   if   we   can   buy   our   earthly   and   heavenly   rewards   from   God   the   way   that   we 
buy   a   can   of   soup   or   a   car.   But   a   relationship   with   God   is   not   an   “if-then”   contractual 
relationship   -   “If   I   do   this   for   God,   then   God   will   be   good   to   me,   and   if   I   do   more,   God 
will   do   more   for   me.”   No,   the   kingdom   of   God   is   not   a   marketplace,   where   we   can   earn 
our   way   into   whatever   heavenly   rewards   we   think   we   deserve.   And   yet,   serving   God   is 
important,   the   most   important   thing   that   we   will   ever   do   with   our   lives.   To   understand 
serving   God,   we   need   to   remember   what   it   is   that   God   wants   to   accomplish   through   our 

 



 
  
No,   Fair!    -   Pastor   John   Blossom   -   South   Meriden   Trinity   UMC   -   24   September   2017 2   of   3 

faith. 
Jesus   wanted   his   disciples   to   understand   this   problem,   too,   and   so   he   told   them   a 

story   about   someone   who   owned   a   vineyard.   [VINEYARD]   Jesus’   parable   about   the 
vineyard   owner,   and   the   workers   who   he   hires   to   take   care   of   it,   is   bound   to   get   some 
people   upset   or   confused.   At   the   crack   of   dawn,   the   owner   goes   out   looking   for   people   to 
work   in   the   vineyard,   offers   them   a   fair   day’s   wage,   and   sets   them   to   working. 
[DAYWORKERS]   Just   a   few   hours   later,   he   sees   more   people   looking   for   work,   and   the 
owner   hires   them,   too,   promising   to   pay   them   “What   is   right.”   This   goes   on   throughout 
the   day,   until   the   working   day   is   almost   done.  

[HANDS   WITH   COINS]   When   it   comes   time   to   pay   people,   it   turns   out   that   the 
vineyard   owner   pays   the   last   workers   first,   the   first   workers   last,   and   he   pays   them   all   a 
fair   day’s   wage!   Our   Bible   text   today   from   Matthew   says   that   the   workers   “grumbled 
against   the   owner,”   much   like   the   Israelites   were   grumbling   against   Moses   in   today’s 
reading   from   Exodus,   as   they   all   grew   tired   of   the   apparent   lack   of   reward   from   God   for 
their   efforts.   [PARENTS   AND   CHILDREN]   You   can   almost   hear   them   yelling,   like   kids 
trying   to   deal   with   their   parents   treating   them   equally,   “No   fair!   No   fair!”   [BLANK] 

And   like   a   good   parent,   the   vineyard   owner   says   to   the   workers,   “No,   fair.   You   all 
did   what   I   asked   you   to   do.   There’s   no   need   to   be   jealous   of   one   another   because   I   am 
generous.   I   gave   you   all   what   you   needed.”   I   can   imagine   that   this   didn’t   make   all   of   the 
workers   happy,   just   like   it   probably   didn’t   make   all   of   Jesus’   disciples   happy   when   they 
heard   him   tell   this   parable.   After   all,   this   parable   comes   near   the   end   of   Jesus’   ministries 
on   earth.   Many   of   his   disciples   had   been   with   him   for   years,   and   had   worked   hard   for 
Jesus.   More   and   more   people   began   to   follow   Jesus,   and   to   become   disciples   themselves. 
Surely   Jesus   loved   the   “old   timers”   more   than   the   “newbies,”   didn’t   he? 

Well,   through   this   parable,   Jesus   is   telling   his   original      disciples,   “No,   not   really!” 
You   see,   it   seems   that   some   of   the   early   followers   of   Jesus   had   forgotten   what 
discipleship   is   all   about.   Christian   discipleship   is   not   about   becoming   more   loved   by   God 
than   other   disciples.   Christian   discipleship   is   about   learning   how   to   think   and   feel   like 
God   does   about   giving   and   receiving   love.   In   other   words,   working   in   God’s   vineyard   as 
a   disciple   of   Christ   is   not   about   what   we   get:   it’s   about   loving   what   God   is   trying   to   do 
with   the   vineyard. 

[VINEYARD   GRAPES]   And   what   is   a   vineyard   for?   For   growing   fruit!   The   point 
of   growing   fruit   is   not   about   the   work   that   goes   into   growing   it:   the   point   is   the   fruit 
itself,   the   abundance   that   comes   through   careful   tending   of   the   crop,   and   planting   the   fruit 
wherever   you   can,   to   grow   more   fruit.   Why   did   the   owner   of   the   vineyard   go   out   to   get 
more   workers?   Because   there   was   lots   more   fruit   to   be   harvested   than   there   were   people 
working   for   the   harvest!   [WHOLE   VINEYARD]   The   grumbling   workers   looked   at   each 
of   their   corners   of   the   vineyard   where   they   were   working,   but   they   weren’t   looking   at   the 
vineyard   itself,   the   vast   expanse   of   growing   fruit   that   needed   to   be   cared   for.   The 
vineyard   owner’s   eyes   were   on   the   prize,   the   abundance   of   the   vineyard.   The   owner 
wanted   to   make   sure   that   everyone   would   benefit   from   that   abundance.   The   wages   that 
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the   workers   received   were   just   a   token   of   that   abundance;   the   real   reward   was   the   harvest 
of   the   vineyard,   the   joy   of   creating   a   fruitful   future   in   God’s   vineyard   that   everyone   could 
benefit   from   for   generations   to   come.   [BLANK] 

I   think   that   the   people   who   founded   and   grew   this   church   understood   this   parable 
very   well.   When   you   look   at   our   beautiful   stained   glass   windows,   almost   every   one   of 
them   has   been   donated   by   a   family   who   staked   their   salvation   on   the   future   of   this 
church.   The   windows   were   donated   over   a   century   ago,   and   they   are   with   us   even   today, 
generations   later.   To   me,   they   tell   us   that   there   were   people   who   worked   very   joyfully   in 
the   vineyard   of   God,   people   who   didn’t   care   about   social   status   as   much   as   they   cared 
about   helping   people   to   love   God   for   generations   to   come.   Some   of   those   generations   are 
with   us   even   today,   continuing   to   care   for   this   church.   But   more   importantly,   we   are   here 
to   develop   their   same   attitude,   to   care   about   the   harvest   of   faith   in   God’s   love   that   will 
come   long   after   we’re   gone,   to   plant   the   fruitful   kingdom   of   God   in   this   world   now,   so 
that   it   will   reign   here   on   earth   forever. 

And   so,   as   beautiful   as   these   windows   are,   they   are   just   simple   reminders   of   the 
real   work   that   needs   to   be   done   in   God’s   vineyard   -   the   vineyard   that   we   call   the   world. 
Soon   we   will   step   out   of   this   church   building,   and   into   the   world   that   God   wants   to   be   the 
vineyard   of   everlasting   life.   We   will   get   into   our   cars,   walk   into   our   homes,   go   to   the 
store   or   to   work,   visit   family   and   friends.   And   there   we   will   find   God’s   real   vineyard,   the 
one   where   we   must   work   for   the   harvest   of   God’s   love   every   day.  

Are   you   ready   to   work   in   God’s   vineyard?   Are   you   willing   to   give   up   your   faith   in 
the   world’s   system   of   rewards,   rewards   that   never   add   up   to   everlasting   love,   peace,   and 
justice,   and   to   declare   that   you   are   ready   to   plant   God’s   fruit   everywhere,   anywhere, 
anytime?   Are   you   ready   to   get   on   God’s   vineyard   payroll,   and   to   be   grateful   for   the   gift   of 
grace   that   God   is   ready   to   give   everyone   who   serves   Christ,   a   gift   that   has   no   price   tag 
except   the   priceless   blood   of   Christ   who   died   for   you,   blood   that   welcomes   you   into   an 
abundance   beyond   all   measure?   Are   you   ready   to   put   aside   the   economy   of   “You   owe 
me!”   when   you   are   hurting   the   most,   and   to   receive   the   priceless   fruits   of   grace   that   lead 
us   to   say,   “Nobody   owes   me   a   thing,   and   I   owe   my   Savior   everything,   because   I   have 
been   offered   the   grace   of   serving   everyone   in   God’s   love,   just   like   Christ   serves   even   a 
sinner   like   me?” 

We   thank   God   for   this   beautiful   and   precious   corner   of   God’s   vineyard.   We   thank 
God   for   the   love   that   has   helped   to   sustain   it   through   the   generations.   And   we   thank   God 
for   you,   the   servants   of   Christ,   who   have   cared   for   a   corner   of   God’s   vineyard   well.   Now 
comes   God’s   real   challenge:   to   walk   out   into   the   world,   and   to   call   people   to   a   life   of   joy 
in   God’s   vineyard,   with   God’s   harvest   feeding   our   hearts.   The   good   news   is   this:   it’s   a   big 
vineyard.   And   it’s   ripe   for   harvesting.   Amen. 

 


