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[BLANK] Hosanna! [RESPONSE] Hosanna! [RESPONSE] Hosanna! 
[RESPONSE] Greaaat! Does… anybody know, what that word means? [PAUSE FOR 
PROMPTS] OK, so here’s what it seems to mean. It’s a word from the Aramaic language, 
a language similar to Hebrew that was spoken by Jesus and other Jewish people in his 
times. Originally it meant, “Save us! Save us!” Over time, it was used in the Jewish Temple 
and other places where Jewish people gathered, and it became a word of joyful praise for 
God. People in the time of Jesus turned to God for both deliverance from oppression, and 
for the joy that made them feel free, thanks to the power of God. 

[JESUS ON DONKEY] “Hosanna! Hosanna!” The Jewish people of Jerusalem 
shouted this word as Jesus entered Jerusalem before the beginning of the Passover festival. 
“Hosanna! Hosanna!,” they cried, and laid down palm branches in his path. The palm 
branches were usually used to celebrate the Jewish festival of Sukkot, the festival of 
booths, when all of the people of Israel celebrated God traveling with Moses through the 
desert in a tabernacle tent. The palm branches that they laid on the ground before Jesus, 
riding on a young donkey, were a celebration of God’s salvation. They loved Jesus, and 
saw Jesus bringing the salvation of the God of Moses. “Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!” 
[BLANK] 

And most of all, the people of Jerusalem hailed Jesus as God’s appointed king on 
earth, who would liberate them from the wicked rule of false kings and Roman troops. In 
Mark’s gospel, we hear them saying, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor 
David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” It was like the Fourth of July and Christmas all 
wrapped into one joyful moment! Their people would be free! Their God had returned to 
them a godly king, filled with power and might, and bringing joy to all the people in the 
land! 

Or so it would seem. The people rejoiced for the king of THEIR dreams. The king 
of THEIR people, who will do what THEY want. But is God a king who does what we 
want? Or is God a king who helps us to find a deeper joy, a longer lasting freedom, than 
we can ever imagine ourselves? Would you pray with me, please. [PRAYER] 

It seems that sometimes the world makes us pay more attention to what kings are all 
about. A generation ago, some people were talking about “the end of history,” as if all of 
the world would be just one, big, happy shopping mall, with the rulers of nations helping 
businesses to bring prosperity to everyone. How’s that working out?  

You can be the judge of that, of course, but clearly the rulers of the world’s nations 
do not seem to have much of a grip on the future of the world. The spread of poverty and 
riches, while average people lose their place in the world, is everywhere. Empires battle in 
places like Syria to show their power to the world, while innocent people suffer there in 
ways almost beyond human imagining. In our own nation, addictions to violence, hatred, 
and self-destruction are bringing people into our streets to voice their concerns. And as of 
last year, the world’s human population now consumes more natural resources in a year 
than it can replace in a year. Humanity, it seems, is living on borrowed time, given its pace 
and style of development.  
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Hosanna, Lord. Save us. The people in the times of Jesus looked around, and they 
saw that they, too, were living on borrowed time. The people of Israel looked around, and 
saw corrupt kings, the destruction of land and their families’ wealth, to satisfy Roman 
greed; they saw the corruption of their religion to satisfy the greed of their elites, who 
bargained for their own comfort with Romans, who ruled over them with unspeakable 
violence. Their festivals promised deliverance from their loving God, who brought them 
through a forsaken desert with Moses, a leader who was never a king, only a servant of 
God. Hosanna! Save us, Jesus, son of David, they cried! Save us from all of this! Make the 
God of our salvation great again! 

And yet, Jesus was a very unlikely king. He fulfilled the prophecies of the Hebrew 
Bible, which promised that Israel’s savior would come riding on a young donkey, but that 
was not to prove that Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey was the return of a worldly 
king. It was a reminder to Jerusalem that the prophets of old, who had promised them 
deliverance, knew that deliverance from God would come from unexpected places, in 
unexpected ways. There were no mighty armies following Jesus, no chariots; he wore no 
crown or fine cloth. It was just Jesus and his disciples, everyday people, who were 
following Jesus to what he had told them would be his death, and his resurrection. 

We started our Lenten journey by offering to return to God as our lord and king. 
Now, in Jerusalem, on this Palm Sunday, we see God returning to us, coming to save us 
from our sins. We offered to purify ourselves for the sake of our God. Now, in Jerusalem, 
the Son of God has come to purify all of the earth, through a loving sacrifice that only God 
can provide. We offered to commit our lives to God, as our lord and ruler. Now, in 
Jerusalem, we see Jesus preparing to commit himself absolutely to the cause of salvation, 
no matter what it would take in human flesh. We offered to practice the ways that God 
teaches us, humble ways of love, peace, joy, and everlasting hope. Now, in Jerusalem, 
Jesus, the master teacher of all of Creation, is showing all of Creation the most important 
practice of all - to never stop being the way that God wants us all to be, with absolute love 
guiding our every word and step. We offered to allow God to awaken in us the presence of 
the living God, as lord and king over our hearts, forever. Now, in Jerusalem, Jesus, the 
Christ, the king of kings, and the lord of lords, is preparing to awaken everyone and 
everything to the dawn of the highest heaven on earth, rising up from the most horrible 
things that humans can do, to start a new kind of day, when nothing that humans can do 
will ever take God’s love away from us, ever again. 

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! A humble person, surrounded by a humble 
people, proclaimed the coming of a true king. Some would fear his coming. Some would 
not understand it. But none could afford to ignore it. The coming of Jesus into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday reminds us that Jesus Christ, the king of love is truly ruler over heaven and 
earth. No one can deny the authority of Jesus Christ over heaven and earth, without 
denying the power of God’s love to save us from ourselves, and from the world. No one 
could deny the return of the king, without killing the hope of salvation for all of the earth. 

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! There are just a few days left in our journey of 
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Lent. Every discipline that I have preached about this Lent encourages us to welcome the 
coming of Jesus into our hearts. He enters our hearts with shouts of Hosanna in the highest, 
because we come to realize that the discipline of faith in Jesus Christ does have a reward: 
the reward of a king who rules with love, no matter what, to liberate us from sin and death.  

The discipline of faith liberates us; the discipline of faith makes us fearless, and our 
fearlessness will make some people rejoice, and some people afraid. The discipline of faith 
is not without consequences. But the consequences of a life lived with a discipline of faith 
prepare us for heavenly rewards right now, rewards more precious than the most beautiful 
dawn. 

Will we have the courage to practice our Lenten disciplines as our way of life? Will 
we look at the rolling away of a stone, from an empty tomb in Jerusalem, as our liberation, 
or realize that we never prepared for the kind of freedom that Jesus offers us in God’s 
perfect love? Or, perhaps, will we be like the people who wondered why the disciples of 
Jesus had the authority to borrow their donkey, and realize, obediently, and thankfully, that 
the lord of love, the one who has absolute authority over everyone, needs us to obey the 
love of Jesus, as much as anyone else? 

Yes, the world can be a mess, sometimes. Yes, it can be a bit scary, sometimes. And 
yes, sometimes, we make things a mess ourselves pretty good, too. But none of this will 
ever prevent the return of the king. Open the gates to the city of our hearts. Lay down 
every branch from every tree, before the one who has come to save us, and to save the 
world. Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Amen. 

 


