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[BLANK] [PRAYER] Happy Mother’s Day, and Happy Ascension Sunday! He is 
risen…[PEOPLE RESPOND] This is the last Sunday in Eastertide, the joyful time 
between the resurrection of Jesus, on Easter Sunday, and when Jesus then rose up into 
heaven, forty days later. What a joyful Easter we had together, Amen? And what a joy it 
has been to celebrate this very special time, when Jesus stayed with his followers, teaching 
them as the risen Jesus, helping them to understand more deeply what the meaning of his 
resurrection was, and what it meant to them, as followers of Jesus.  

Just as Jesus took his time with his followers to reflect on what Easter meant, we, 
too, have taken our time to let all of that Easter goodness sink deep into our hearts, so that 
we can have confidence in the love of God that comes to us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. You see, we are doing things in the same way as the people who 
knew Jesus on earth. We are not rushing Easter out of the church, but holding on to it, 
using it to help us to know how to believe in Jesus, like those first followers of Jesus, who 
saw his resurrection.  

How much are we really like those early followers of Jesus? How much do we want 
to know the risen Jesus, so much so that the risen God would want to be with us for forty 
days? At the end of a day, we might sit down, and reflect for a moment, and think, “No, 
probably not nearly as much as I could have.” And that’s understandable, isn’t it? We have 
so many choices in life that grab our attention, choices that don’t lead to a life lived like 
those people who followed the living, risen Jesus. 

And yet, there is only one way to live, only one way that really will give us peace, 
and healing, and everlasting hope. There is only one way to turn away the lions of fear that 
turn our souls, from the strength of God, to human weakness that would eat our souls 
alive. There is one way, and only one way, and that is the love of God that has come to us, 
now, and forever, in the risen Jesus. And there are only so many chances that life gives us 
to do things in the same way that the followers of Jesus did, to make the way of Jesus our 
way of life.  

[ASCENSION] After forty days of living with the risen Jesus, his disciples saw 
Jesus rise up into heaven in a cloud of light. Why did Jesus leave? I guess he realized that it 
was time for his disciples to finish the story of God’s good news that started in Jesus. There 
was nothing more that he could teach them that they couldn’t learn from God in new ways. 
We see the story of Jesus ascending into heaven in the Acts of the Apostles, the first book 
in the New Testament after the gospels. The story of Jesus has turned a page. The good 
news of Jesus is not just Jesus. [PETER] The good news of Jesus is what people do to live 
their lives in the same way as Jesus. [BLANK] 

Of course, as much as Jesus taught his followers to do things the same way as him, 
they were confused about what would happen next, now that Jesus was going into heaven. 
When Jesus told them to go to Jerusalem and wait for power from God’s Holy Spirit, they 
thought, “Oh, great! Finally, Jesus is finally going to give us what we want! Israel is going 
to get the power from God to defeat the Romans, the Temple in Jerusalem will be purified, 
and the kingdom of Israel will be just like we wanted it!” Spoiler alert: Two thousand 
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years later, Israel is still not the way that God wants it.  
And two thousand years later, we still make the same mistakes that the followers of 

Jesus did. We can think that the rewards of salvation are like the art of the deal. “Lord, if 
you let my team win the Super Bowl, I’ll give up smoking. I promise. Really.” Or, “God, 
if you let my loved one be cured from cancer, I’ll do anything that you want me to. That’s 
a deal, right, Lord?” We can mistake signs of what we want for what God wants. 

You see, there really is only one way into heaven. The signs of how to get there are 
as clear as these signs that I borrowed from the Meriden Highway Department. [ONE 
WAY] If we’re driving, and we see a one way sign, we had better follow it, right? If we 
don’t, we’re going to be in a lot of trouble, and a lot of danger, for going the wrong way. 
God’s signs given to us in Jesus are as clear as these signs. The one way to heaven is to live 
a life in the same way that Jesus lived it, through faith in God’s loving grace. This is why, 
on the day that Jesus rose up into heaven, the angels said to his followers, “Why are you 
standing here, looking up at heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.” [BLANK] 

Jesus is coming again, in the same way that he went into heaven. Jesus went into 
heaven after being born of the Holy Spirit in his mother Mary, after amazing religious 
teachers as a child at Jerusalem’s Temple, after being baptised by John in the Jordan, after 
healing the sick, after raising the dead, after offering God’s justice to people who had been 
robbed of it, after teaching simple people how to love one another, as God already loves 
us.  

Jesus is coming again, in the same way that he came to us, defeating sin and death, 
and coming to judge everyone, for all time, to let us know how much we lived in the same 
way as Jesus. Jesus is coming again, and he will come again even right now, in the same 
way that he went into heaven. Jesus is coming again, in the same way, to save our hearts 
from sin and death, through faith in the name of Jesus, so that, like the followers of Jesus, 
we can receive the power of God in God’s Holy Spirit, to fulfill God’s mission on earth.  

Jesus is coming again, and Jesus will always come again, when we have hearts that 
are pointed in the one way that they need to be pointed - straight at Jesus, in heaven - while 
we live Jesus-shaped lives right here, not waiting for something to come the wrong way 
down a one way street. The road to God’s kingdom leads Jesus straight into our hearts now, 
not later, to find the living Jesus now, not later. This is how Jesus always comes. 

Don’t wait for heaven to open on the final day of judgment to welcome the coming 
of Jesus. The judgment is already here. We are not in end times, but the end of waiting for 
God to give us what we want, when we want it, how we want it, instead of what God 
wants, is already here. Now that Jesus has defeated sin and death for us, we are judged, 
every day, by how much our lives look like Jesus, even as God waits for us, in God’s 
perfect love, to help us, every day, to become like Jesus.  

Once I met a very special mother who tried to live the same way as Jesus, a mother 
who, as far as I know, never had any children of her own. I was working in New York City 
at the time, across from Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. I was coming out of the cathedral one 
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day, after a time of prayer, and, up a side path, next to the cathedral, came this very special 
mother - Mother Teresa. [MOTHER TERESA] She was a tiny woman, dressed in simple 
cotton clothes, surrounded by the missionary nuns who helped her. As she passed by, I 
reached out, for just a moment, to touch her very lightly on the shoulder, so that I could 
touch, at least once in my life, someone who truly tried to live in the same way as Jesus. 
[BLANK] 

We don’t need to be saints like Mother Teresa to try to live in the same way as 
Jesus. It’s the trying that matters. It’s the focus that matters. It’s the willingness to 
remember always that we are, through faith in God’s grace, Easter people, forgiven, and 
offered salvation, by a loving God, who wants the story of Jesus to live here, now, that 
matters With every person who we meet, with every life that we touch, with every wound 
inside of us that we offer up to God’s healing and hope, with every moment that we turn to 
scripture for answers, instead of the empty-headed, empty-hearted choices of this world, 
we can choose to turn to the one way of God, the sure way of God, the straight way of 
God, and make choices that offer the world the same way of Jesus, in the name of Jesus, 
for our sake, and for the world’s sake.  

We can invite Jesus into our lives in the same way that Jesus invited his first 
followers. The times have changed. But the offer from God hasn’t. Accept God’s offer, in 
the same way, the one way, through faith in Jesus Christ, and live in Easter sunlight, now, 
and forever. Amen. 

 


