
 
  
Second Childhood - by John Blossom  - 27 May 2018 1 of 3 

[BLANK] [PRAYER] It has been a very memorable week in my life. [FAMILY] 
My family was with me as I graduated from school with a Master of Divinity degree, the 
final big piece in preparing for ordination. It was a perfect day weather-wise, a wonderful 
ceremony, with many wonderful moments with classmates, faculty, and friends. I thank 
you all for your support. But most of all, I do thank my family, who has given me 
steadfast love and support through the four years that it has taken me to complete my 
studies towards this degree. [BLANK] 

As many of you know, going back to school as an adult is not for sissies. It has 
been fun and exciting in many ways to go back to school, and to finally finish a program 
that I started more than forty years ago, but it takes many sacrifices of time, energy, funds, 
and self-esteem, to hang in there through the whole process. Most of all, perhaps, it has 
taken a good deal of humility to enter what is, in some ways, a second childhood. A 
starting over from square one. An admission that whatever insights and skills I may have 
had before were not enough for me to complete the process. 

And so, I must admit that, in a way, my new diploma feels like a kind of re-birth 
certificate. An official recognition that I am ready to start a new life. A second birth. And, 
along the way, I had a rebirth of my faith relationship with my family, a rebirth that did 
not require a degree from a university to begin. I became a son to my father in new ways, 
a husband to my wife in new ways, a father to our son Christopher in new ways. And, of 
course, I had a rebirth as a servant of God when I became your Pastor last year, a new way 
of being a servant for God’s world. 

A commitment to faith leads to new births, and second childhoods. [BAPTISM] As 
United Methodists, we support and affirm baptising infants, as well as adults. We believe 
that God wants us to enter into the second childhood of Christian life as soon as possible. 
We are all born of our mothers. We all come in to this world as flesh, to be loved by 
humans who nurture us. But as Christians, we affirm also that our birth in the flesh is just 
one kind of birth, bringing us into one kind of childhood, with one kind of family.  

In Christian faith, we are born into a new kind of family, [UNIVERSE] a family 
that is defined by the love that God has given us through the gift of Creation, which we 
have received without having done anything to deserve it. [JESUS] We define our family 
of Christian faith also by the love that God has given us through God’s one and only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who offers us through God’s love the forgiveness of sins, and a new and 
everlasting life., without having done anything to deserve it. [HOLY SPIRIT] And we 
define our family of Christian faith by the love that God gives us again and again through 
God’s Holy Spirit, the presence of God who helps us to know and to feel that we are 
adopted into God’s family, along with others in our faith family, without having done 
anything to deserve it.  

[TRINITY] As Christians, we call this family of God the Trinity, which is our way 
of saying that, as Christians, we believe that there is one true God, like others do. But it is 
only Christians who believe that the one true God is never just one. [DANCE] The one 
true God is a family: God our Creator, who has adopted us into God’s family as a parent 
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does; God our Redeemer, who shows us how to be a child of God perfectly in less than 
perfect flesh, so that we can never doubt how to be in God’s family; and God our 
Transformer, who blows into our lives like a mighty wind, breathing into us the new life of 
our second childhood as children of God, connected to God and one another the way that 
God is connected to God’s own self, and to us. 

Having the second childhood of Christian living is to realize that we are never 
really alone, never orphaned, never without the resources of a generous, loving, giving 
God, who loves us like a parent, a best brother or sister, a best friend. It is to be never 
alone, always connected, always with love, always with purpose, and with the good news 
of a good way to live. [BLANK] It sounds like a great way to live, Amen? And yet, many 
people hesitate to grow in this second childhood of faith into the adult who God knows that 
we are meant to become. We get a second childhood through faith, and sometimes we 
don’t quite know what do do with it. 

In today’s reading from John’s gospel, the Pharisee named Nicodemus was 
struggling with this transition into a deeper faith in God, through accepting Jesus as not 
just a prophet, not just a miracle worker, but as something more. There were many 
Pharisees who struggled to figure out Jesus, in part because many believed that there might 
be a life after death, and in part because many Pharisees believed that God would send a 
Messiah, a savior, to make the faith of Israel pure again - not the whole world. 

Nicodemus saw the miracles, heard the teachings of Jesus, and he believed that 
Jesus was sent from God, just like many of us believe that Jesus is God’s message to us. 
But that’s where it ended. Nicodemus saw Jesus as a sign of God,, not someone who was 
not changing our relationship with God. Jesus understood this, and challenged Nicodemus 
to accept that unless someone who believes in God is born into a new life in God’s family, 
they won’t see what Jesus called the kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus was challenging Nicodemus, and everyone, not just to believe in God because 
of what we see, but to believe that God can change completely how we see things. For 
Nicodemus, God loved the people of Israel from far away. Jesus, the Son of God, invited 
Nicodemus, and everyone, right into God’s family, heirs to God’s kingdom. Our second 
childhood, that comes to us through faith in Jesus as God, cuts to the chase of what life is 
all about: helping God to bring God’s eternal family of  love to earth is THE mission of 
God on earth. God wants everyone to see the world as if they were already in God’s eternal 
family, with relationships that will never, ever let us down, invited to grow in God’s grace 
to reflect the love that God brought to our Creation in Jesus, in God’s Holy Spirit. 

[FORUM] When I was speaking at the faith and science forum at the library this 
week, it was a great privilege to speak alongside local leaders from the Muslim and Jewish 
faiths. They gave great presentations, and we all had a great discussion with the audience. 
But that struck me deeply, as we were speaking and answering questions, is how 
fundamentally different the Christian approach to life is from other approaches. [BLANK] 
Islam and Judaism both affirm the God of Abraham; they both affirm that God is a loving 
and caring God. But only Christianity offers what Jesus offered Nicodemus. Only 
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Christianity offers the world a way to not just be human in our love for God and one 
another, but to be a part of God’s loving family right now, as we love God and one another 
as new creations in Christ, in a completely new kind of life, a radically different kind of 
living, that makes our story God’s story, and God’s story our story. And the key ingredient 
for this radical difference from other faiths is not just Jesus: it is the living and active 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit, changing every life who comes to God through faith in 
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit brings the life of God right into our lives, so that God’s 
family may live right here, right now, in us. 

Now, maybe having a second childhood is not something that appeals to you. 
Maybe you’re perfectly happy to have the life that you have, with the birth that you have, 
with the family and friends that you have. After all, being a child is not as simple as it 
seems. You will have new and, sometimes, painful lessons to learn. You will have to learn 
how to change your way of looking at things again, and again, and again. You will have to 
adapt to new relationships, learn about new places, and then, learn it all again, as we grow 
as children of God to become more and more like Jesus, more in love with God’s family.. 

I can only say, as a recent graduate, that a second childhood in Christian faith is 
always worth the effort. And in God’s Holy Spirit, we can led into the way of Christ that 
helps us to mature again, and again, and again, leaving one phase of our new life in Christ 
behind, as God invites us to become even more filled with the joy and peace of our 
extended family, growing, inviting, caring - and then growing again. Come. Be a child 
again, in Christ. Grow up along with us, together. God, and God’s world, will be glad you 
did. Amen. 

 


