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[BLANK] [PRAYER] Welcome! Welcome to a new week. It seems like we 
tend to lump in Sundays with Saturdays and call it a weekend, but I try to remember that 
in Christian tradition, it’s the first day of the week. The first thing we’re supposed to do 
in a week of our lives is to rest on God’s day of sabbath, to just be. I try to do that, as 
much as I can, once I leave this building. I putter around the back yard a bit, and get in 
touch with God’s creation, spend time with my family, and reflect and pray. And, yes, 
sometimes I’ll even have a bit of fun, just to keep it real!  

I love the feeling on Sundays of having the  burdens of the week lifted, and 
of preparing to have a good week ahead. I need that time, because I am not a very perfect 
person. I make mistakes. Who knew! If I don’t get my rest, my exercise, and my 
recreation, I lose focus. And even with it, I have made some big mistakes along the way. I 
made a big mistake once with a prop that I used for a sermon, when I was just starting to 
preach as a lay speaker.  

I was preaching about Jesus and his disciples turning a few loaves and fishes 
into an big meal for people who had come to hear Jesus preach. In the time of Jesus, 
probably these fish would have been heavily salted, to keep the fish from going bad, 
since they had no ice boxes or refrigerators. Heavily salted fish is still a popular food for 
some people, including the Portugese, who call it baccalau. [FISH] I knew this, and so 
just before the sermon I got a piece of frozen baccalau at the store. Well, what I didn’t 
realize is that, even with the heavy salt, once you unwrap it and unfreeze it, baccalau 
smells very, very fishy! When I unwrapped it at the church, I smelled a big problem. So I 
fired up the church kitchen oven, and tried to bake out the smell. Big mistake! Then the 
whole church reeked of salted fish. Somehow, I got through that sermon, but I had to 
thank the people for their patience! [BLANK] 

I still make mistakes, every Sunday, when I lead worship and preach. I will 
always make mistakes. But God is here on Sundays to remind us that being a Christian is 
not about being perfect, but being perfectly willing to let the power of God’s pure love 
start to take over our lives. Like that piece of fish, there will always be stinky parts of my 
life, because I am human. We are all human. But like that piece of salted fish, God’s 
purity can start to seep into our lives, not just to season it with a bit of flavor, like using 
salt at a meal, but to let it seep into us all the way, to preserve us, to keep what is 
live-giving in us alive, and vital, even when the rest of us is still kind of stinky.  

God knows the difference between people willing to get as salty as they can 
with God, and people who just sprinkle a bit of God on their lives. And, when we don’t 
allow God’s purity to seep into our lives, others will know the difference very quickly, 
too. In today’s reading from the book of Numbers, God asks Moses, God’s leader for 
Israel, to bring the seventy top leaders of Israel to their tent of worship, to be touched by 
God’s Holy Spirit. These leaders went there, and received God’s Spirit, but it seemed to 
have been a one-time touch. These leaders weren’t ready to let God seep into them 
deeply. But nothing stops God from choosing people who will let God’s deep perfection 
seep into their lives. Two everyday people of Israel, Eldad, and Medad, outside of the 
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worship tent, were also touched by God’s Spirit, and became powerful witnesses to God’s 
power with the Israelites. 

Our position in life, or in the church, doesn’t determine our saltiness with 
God. Wherever God can sink in to allow God’s goodness to save us, God will do it, and it 
will often be in the most unlikely of people, in the most unlikely of situations. Who 
would have thought, after all, that God would come to earth as Jesus, the son of a simple 
family, from a tiny village in a forgotten part of Israel, a village that was not considered 
very good even by the standards of neighboring villages? Our God came to us as a person 
from a place where God’s salt wasn’t expected to show up much at all, much less seep 
into people.  

God wants us to get salty, to let everything good, and pure, from God, that 
can preserve our lives now, and forever, to seep into us, and to help us to be as salty as 
God’s promises to us. Salt was a very important substance in the times of Moses and 
Jesus, not only for preserving, and purifying, but for making agreements. A covenant 
agreement was said to be salted when people were deeply committed to it, willing to try 
to keep their promises to other people pure, no matter how stinky things might get. God’s 
covenant with us through Jesus is that God’s salt is meant for everyone,  no matter where 
we’ve come from and no matter where we are in life. God won’t ever give up offering us 
the purity of God’s love and power in our lives. God even endured torture and the cross 
for us, as Jesus, our Christ, our Savior, so that we could know how pure and clean God’s 
promises were to us. No matter how stinky we may get, God will keep trying to help us 
get salty. 

And yet, there comes a time when either we’re willing to be salty, or we’re 
not. There comes a time, when, by God’s grace, we will be standing before God, and God 
will ask us: were you salty for me? Did you try to preserve all the pure goodness that I 
gave you, when you were born? Did you try let that goodness seep into in you, and in 
others, like salt preserving a fish, even when the going got stinky? [DIRT] Or did you just 
throw my salty goodness on the ground, and mix it up with the dirt of life, until you 
couldn’t tell what was the good that comes from God, and what was just our human 
mess? If you’ve spent a lifetime throwing God’s salt away, it won’t be easy to find God’s 
salt when you need it the most! [BLANK] 

And this is true for God’s church, as much as for any other group of people 
in the world. In today’s reading from Mark’s gospel, the followers of Jesus were upset, 
because there were people outside of their close-knit circle who were healing people in 
the same of Jesus. They wanted Jesus to condemn these healers. But Jesus refused to do 
that. Jesus knew that God’s salt seeps in wherever and however God needs it to. In the 
time of Moses, God’s salt was seeping into Eldad, and Medad, two ordinary people of 
Israel, outside of God’s tent. In the time of Jesus, God was preparing the whole world to 
be salted through Jesus, not just the Israelites who worshiped God.  

And so Jesus challenged his followers, to stop thinking that any person, or 
any group of people, has cornered the market on God’s salt, God’s pure love, God’s pure 
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goodness and mercy, God’s pure and everlasting peace, God’s pure and everlasting 
commitment. God, and only God, can bring it to us, and God, and only God, can help us 
to be saved in the purity of God. [QUOTE] Jesus said to his disciples, “Salt is good; but if 
salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again?” God’s salt is for everyone, but no 
one can fake being purely salted by God, in front of God. Either we will have it, or we 
won’t.  

[QUOTE 2] And so, Jesus reminded his followers, “Keep salt in yourselves, 
and keep peace with each other.” God wants salty people, devoted to being filled with the 
peace from God that preserves us. God wants a salty church, filled with people devoted to 
helping one another and the world to be salted by God’s pure life. And devotion doesn’t 
happen with a sprinkle or a dash of God’s salt. Devotion comes when we make a 
conscious and willing decision to start rolling in God’s salt, to let it start filling all of the 
nooks and crannies of our lives, even those places where it might sting a bit at first to feel 
God’s purity washing over the stinkiness in our lives. It takes prayer. It takes sabbath. It 
takes a commitment to reading the Bible, God’s plan for redeeming us, and living out that 
plan. It takes devotion to growing with one another in faith, in our faith groups, and in 
other small gatherings of Christians who hold themselves accountable to one another. It 
takes devotion to helping and healing God’s world, so that we can become part of God’s 
plan for salting all of creation. 

[BLANK] There is joy in being salty. There is peace in being salty. There is 
strength beyond human strength in being salty. There is love, deep love, in being salty, 
love that seeps into the very marrow of our bones and the deepest depths of our heart. 
There is new life when we surrender to being salty for God, life as pure as a newborn 
baby, washed in the salty waters of God’s redeeming love. We can go through life with 
just a dash of God’s salt in our lives. And then, where will our salt be? Where will our 
life be? Get salty. There’s always time to find it, to get it, and to be preserved in it, and to 
grow a church that is pure in it, a church that invites everyone to get salty. But the best 
time to get salty is now. Please, for the sake of God’s kingdom, get salty now. Amen. 

 

 


