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[BLANK] [PRAYER] Good morning! I hope and pray that you had a chance 
to enjoy our holiday bazaar yesterday. We had a great turnout, and I praise everyone who 
helped out, and who made such beautiful gifts. Our bazaar shows people that it doesn’t 
take a lot of money to show people love with a thoughtful gift. It just takes the desire to 
share love, like the love that went into these gifts.  

We give gifts as a way to share love, because it reflect the love that God’s 
gives us is a gift. God gives us all of creation as a gift of love. God gave us the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ as a gift of love. And God empowers us to become the 
body of Christ together, in God’s Holy Spirit, so that God’s gift of love will always be felt 
and known in God’s world. When we give a gift of love, with no expectations, we are 
being like God, a God who never wants us to be forgotten, a God who is always calling 
out to us to remind us that we are not forgotten. 

We know that God loves us, but there are times when that’s hard for us to 
feel, or accept. There are times when it seems like our hopes and dreams are shattered, 
that there is no possible way that God will answer our prayers. There are times when we 
look at the world, and we just can’t believe that a better time will ever come for the 
world. Even the followers of Jesus wondered at times when they would see the full 
promises of love from God that Jesus would tell them about. In today’s gospel reading 
from Mark, Jesus told his followers that in their lifetime, the Temple in Jerusalem, a huge 
complex of buildings and courtyards, would all be destroyed, and that even worse things 
would come to pass. And yet, Jesus promised them, the best possible gifts of salvation 
would come from God for the world, It would all come, if they would just...wait. 

Just wait. Just wait. Oh, how we hate to wait! Oh, how we hate to feel the 
pain, the anguish, the fear, the sense of being forgotten, when we have to wait for the gifts 
of God to come into our lives the way that we want them to. [CHRISTMAS DAY] I just 
couldn’t wait for Christmas Day to come, and to open up the wonderful gifts that our 
parents would buy for me and my sister! Santa had not forgotten us! Like clockwork, 
every Christmas the gifts would come. Except, of course, when they didn’t, so much. 
When my parents were young, sometimes Christmas didn’t offer much under the tree at 
all. Sometimes, the love is there, but you still have to wait. [BLANK] 

And that’s okay, right? Because if the real gift is love, then it’s a gift that can 
come at any time. It just takes an open heart, and being willing to share your heart, 
without an expectation of anything coming in return. If we expect God to respond to our 
prayers to get exactly what we want, when we want, like ordering from Amazon, we’re 
going to be disappointed. We have a God of deliverance, not a God of delivery. Knowing 
that our God’s offer of deliverance in Christ is always with us is a gift in itself.  

And yet, some people do want room service from the God of deliverance. 
Sometimes people call me asking for help, and if you can believe it, sometimes people 
call me asking for me to order a pizza to be sent to them. I help these people in other 
ways, but, in a gentle a way, I try to help them to understand that God’s gifts are not like 
room service. God never forgets us, but God’s love is far more than even the love of 
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parents playing Santa Claus. 
We can see in today’s story from the Old Testament that faith itself delivers 

the greatest gifts that God can offer us. In our reading from the opening of 1 Samuel, we 
meet Hannah, a wife of Elkanah. In those days, a man was allowed to have many wives, 
and Elkanah’s other wife, Penninah, was Elkanah’s favored wife - in part because 
Penninah had brought him children. Hannah had not had any children, and Penninah 
would taunt Hannah for her failure to bear children. It is one thing to not have what you 
want - but it’s another thing to be persecuted for not being who you hope and pray that 
God wants you to be! 

{MAN] How many people are like Hannah today? How many people feel 
that God has somehow stacked the deck against them, and feel persecuted because of 
who they are, and taunted because of who they are? Some people are sometimes all too 
glad to kick people when they’re down. Maybe sometimes we might be tempted to kick 
along with them, until we realize how easy it can be for others to kick back when our 
time comes. Cruelty seems to be becoming a habit in our nation. How much nicer it 
would be if giving thanks to our God of deliverance was our habit. [BLANK] 

For Hannah, a woman who wanted to receive the gift of a son, it turned out 
that giving her heart to God in deepest and absolute honesty and trust, was the gift that 
she needed to give, in order to receive her gift. Hannah’s prayers to God were amazing. 
She wanted God to remember that she was there, that she had not forgotten God, and for 
God to remember her pain, her sorrow, and her hopes! Her prayer to God, the God who 
she had not forgotten, was not to be forgotten, and for God to trust that she would never 
forget God! And her petition to God was not for the delivery of a baby, but for 
deliverance  - she offered God the very life of the son who she asks for, who she would 
deliver to God, as her thanks for deliverance! 

Hannah’s gift to God, without even any hope of being able to offer God a 
son to give God, was complete trust in God’s willingness to remember hearts that seek 
out deep faith in God’s deliverance. This is faith like Abraham had, when he was willing 
to sacrifice his son Isaac to God, a son who God spared for the sake of God’s promises to 
Abraham. This is faith like Abraham’s, and even beyond Abraham’s faith, because 
Hannah did not even have a son to offer God when she was willing to give her son to 
God! 

[BABY] And the God of mercy, the God of all good gifts, did not forget 
Hannah. God did remember Hannah, and soon, she gave birth to a son, named Samuel, 
whose name means, “I asked the Lord for him.” Samuel was Hannah’s gift of 
deliverance, a deliverance that came because she was willing to offer God the desires of 
her heart, and to not turn her back on God, in bitterness, and despair. The gift of 
righteousness, of loving the Lord our God with all of her mind, her heart, and her 
strength, had delivered her, in God’s acceptable time. [BLANK] 

This is the way that we all should pray, whenever we need to pray, offering 
everything in our hearts to God as we are, and as who we are. God will not offer us room 
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service, but God will not forget us. God will listen to our hearts, our willingness to put 
everything before God as a gift, and God will hear our willingness to commit to our trust 
in God as our gift to God. God’s answer to our prayers is deliverance. Like the followers 
of Jesus, deliverance may not always come the way that we would want it to come. 
Sometimes God’s deliverance is part of a greater story, just as Samuel’s birth was the 
beginning of a new story for the people of Israel, through David, the king of Israel who 
Samuel anointed. We are supposed to pray to God openly, honestly, with all of our hearts, 
not forgetting God, and asking first and foremost not to be forgotten. And the God of 
deliverance will answer us, in ways that will amaze us, in God’s acceptable ways, in 
God’s acceptable time.  

Our season of Pentecost is almost over. We have had twenty-six weeks, now, 
to be set on fire by God’s Holy Spirit. We have had twenty-six weeks to find God’s love 
together, and to spread it in God’s world, as God’s church in Christ. Perhaps you have 
had some powerful God-moments this Pentecost. Perhaps you have at least considered 
how to have them. Perhaps, after our Holy Conferencing last week, you’ve started to 
commit your life to faith and prayer in new ways. Whatever you have done to build the 
habit of faith, God has not forgotten. Whatever you have done to be God’s gift to God’s 
world, God has not forgotten. And whatever you are willing to do to give thanks to the 
Lord our God, as a free gift of love, and to invite God’s world to experience that love, 
God will not forget. This Thanksgiving, remember with thanks the God who always 
remembers you, and who always offers us deliverance, and bring that thanks, in prayer, in 
words, and in deeds, to everyone who God calls you to serve, as a person who God wants 
to be unforgotten. Amen. 

 
 


